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A Publishing Factory Grows in Brooklyn 

Affordable rents, community draw indie presses 

By John Maher I Aug 23, 2019 
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Manhattan's Financial District may be the hot new neighborhood for corporate publishing, but 

independent publishers know where the real action is: Brooklyn. The Gowanus neighborhood, to be 

exact. 

In Gowanus, the 130,000-sq.-ft., 19th-century building known as the Old American Can Factory, 

which housed the Somers Brothers Decorated Tinware Co. from 1884 to 1901 and, subsequently, 

the American Can Co. until 1910, has become a hotbed for literary publishing. Small presses 

Akashic Books, Archipelago Books, and Restless Books share a hallway in one of the old factory's 

seven extant buildings, as does One Story, the print literary magazine. Ugly Duckling Presse, which 

prints its own books, is in the next building over, on the top floor. At the Can Factory, publishers 

have offices alongside those of fellow artists and artisans-other tenants include filmmakers, 

instrument makers, and record producers, among many others-in a building where a sliding scale 

allows creative businesses to pay rent at prices hard to beat in a city where the relentless pursuit of 

real estate is king. 

All five of the publishers cited the building's reasonable leases and location-just a mile or so away 

from the new Center for Fiction and a handful of independent booksellers, including Greenlight 

Books' Fort Greene location-as key factors in their success. Not to mention the wealth of 

collective knowledge of the book business that's available just down the hall from each of their 

headquarters. 

"I feel fortunate to be a part of the literary community in the Can Factory. It really is a gift to have so 

many colleagues who I respect enormously and feel close to within reach," Jill Schoolman, 

publisher of Archipelago Press, said. "It was something that I felt was missing in DUMBO, where we 

set up our first office. That was before Berl's or Powerhouse or Melville House had moved in. There 

are other excellent publishers in Gowanus, including Cabinet Magazine and Tin House, but the Can 

Factory has a very rare and genuine feeling of community, where the exchange of ideas happens 

effortlessly and friendships grow naturally over time. I strongly believe that this feeling of community 

has grown out of Nathan Elbogen's vision and nurturing." 

In fact, the publishing community at the 

Can Factory has been carefully 

nourished by Elbogen, president of X0 

Projects, the company that developed 

and operates the Old American Can 

Factory as a for-profit business on 

behalf of a family, which wishes to keep 

QUICKLINKS • 

ADVE' I E\.1ENf 

MORE FROM PW 

The Great First-Half 
2022 Book Preview 

PW Picks: Books of the 

Week 

New Pub Dates for 

Forthcoming Books 

10 Riveting New Sci-Fi 

Thrillers 

FEATURED REVIEWS 

THE UNQUIET DEAD 

Stacie Murphy. Pegasus Crime, 

$26 (288p) ISBN 978-1-64313-

893-0 

NEXT► 

MOST POPULAR 

• Best Books 2021 








